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The last years before WWII in Japan: high unemployment and growing distance between government and people on one hand, rapid
developments in most arts and remarkable literary activity on the other. This class will focus on the fifteen first years of Showa
history, 1926 to 1941, giving a vivid picture of life in Japan during the most turbulent and complicated period of its modern
history: the last days of peace, with all their problems.
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Along with a minimum of commentary and explanation, we are going to watch some of the most acclaimed films of their day (with
subtitles), read some short works by major writers (English translation attached), and will have enough chance to ask or discuss
afterwards. Note that the following Llist of films and stories need not be the exact contents of this class: along with questions
and/or further discussion of points of interest, wishes for others will be eagerly appreciated.
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Life in Japan before WWII, modern popular culture
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(1)What was Pre-War Japan like? A Brief Introduction

(2)-(12)Films/Reading and Discussion

MM L AEZF D IE/=h] (FHFE) What Made Her Do This? (silent, 1930): hard times
[BYDNEITAL (+—5) Mr Thank You (1936): pre-war life outside the cities
MEF] (+EE) Nobuko (1940): pre-war school Life

---and other films

EHF— TEVWEER>THAD] (KIE14) THOEK] (KIE14) THWKE] (KIE15) Yokomitsu Riichi: After Picking Up a Blue Stone;
The Depths of the Town; The Pale Captain (1925/26, tr. Dennis Keene)

EAME [B1Z=] (BBFN10) Tokuda Shusei: Order of the White Paulownia (1935, tr. Morris)

kFHEJE (#EZF| (17) Nagai Kafu: The Decoration (1942, tr. Seidensticker)

---and other stories

(13)-(15) Presentation Sessions
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Apart from your final presentation, taking an active part in discussions and Q&A will be most important for successful participation.
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Active Participation: 60%
Final Presentation: 40%
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Texts, and brief explanations about the films, will be put on the webclass.
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Get to know an interesting era through its own films and stories!
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Office Hour Thursday 12:00 to 13:00 (General Education Section 1, 2nd floor, E-204) Telephone: 023-628-4934

083107023-2024-G1-78742



