Course Course Title Credits | Instructor (s)
Number | Showa Japan 1: The Years before the War | 2 Reinhold GRINDA

79535 | in Films and Stories

Keywords

(Chiefly for international students, but Japanese participants will be
welcome to join!)

Course Description
(including Goal and
Objectives)

Showa Japan: The Years before the War in Films and Stories

The last years before the Second World War were both a highly interesting
and a very confusing time in Japan: high unemployment and growing
distance between government and people on one hand, rapid developments
in most arts, including one of the most interesting national film cultures,
and remarkable literary activity, albeit under censorship, on the other.
This class will focus on the fifteen first years of Showa history, 1926 to
1941, by showing classic films of the period and reading some of its stories,
all depicting important aspects of their day. The class aims at giving a vivid
picture of life in Japan during the most turbulent and complicated period
of its modern history: the last days of peace, with all their problems.

Along with a minimum of commentary and explanation, we are going to
watch some of the most acclaimed films of their day (with subtitles), read
some short works by major writers (English translation attached), and will
have enough chance to ask or discuss afterwards. Note that the following
list of films and stories need not be the exact contents of this class: along
with questions and/or further discussion of points of interest, wishes for
others will be eagerly appreciated.
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E-7-—H] (HEF—4) ADisplaced Page (silent, 1927): early Showa film
experiment

A Ml ez % 5 S¥722>) (H45) What Made Her Do This? (silent, 1930):
hard times

THEOMRE D &A) () Mr Thank You (1936): pre-war life outside the
cities

M+ (+14F) Nobuko (1940): pre-war school life

...and other films
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(KIE 15) Yokomitsu Riichi: After Picking Up a Blue Stone; The Depths of
the Town; The Pale Captain (1925/26, tr. Dennis Keene)
FEHEKR [#h75) (W9FD 10) Tokuda Shusei: Order of the White Paulownia
(1935, tr. Morris)
KHFE [EFE) (17) Nagai Kafu: The Decoration (1942, tr. Seidensticker)
...and other stories

Course Schedule 1 What was Pre-War Japan like? A Brief Introduction

2-12 Films/Reading and Discussion

13-15 | Presentation Sessions

Textbook (s) prints

Reference (s)

Grading Method | Active Participation 60 %
Presentation&Handout 40%

Message to | Get to know an interesting era through its own films and stories!

Students

Contacts Office Hour Wednesday 16:30 to 17:30

Mail: grinda@kdw.kj.yamagata-u.ac.jp Telephone: 023-628-4934
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