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This class will give an easy introduction to what Japanese Life has been like during the first two decades after the war: a modern
country re-emerging from the worst destruction in its history into some of its most culturally satisfying decades ever. We are going
to watch some major Japanese films (in English-subtitled versions), and read some representative stories of the period, having enough
chance to ask or discuss afterwards.

[IFZEDEEBR)
0f course, time space will be all too Limited to give a full over-view. Anyhow, students of this course will be offered at least some
glimpses of the formative years of post-war Japan
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Japan’s formative years; a very important and very interesting part of modern history; postwar Japanese culture
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Participants of this class will understand today’s Japan better than before
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Rather than handing in a written report, participants are expected to prepare a short English-speaking presentation on a course-
related topic of their own choice along with an accompanying handout for one of the final sessions.
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(1) War and Post-War Times in Japan, a Brief Introduction
(2-12) Films/Reading and Discussion
(13)-(15) Presentation Sessions
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If you have any questions, never forget to ask. That’s what the teacher is there for,.
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Read the stories beforehand, and prepare questions and comments
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Apart from your final presentation, preparing the stories beforehand and taking an active part in discussions and Q&A will be most
important for successful participation
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Active Participation: 60%
Final Presentation & Handout: 40%
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Texts and explanations will be put on the webclass.
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The years that formed Japan as you know it now, seen through some of their own stories and films.
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Thursday, 12:00 to 13:00 (General Education Section 1, 2nd floor, E-204)
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