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Almost like home

Yamagata received me with heavy rain. | had to go to
the closest combini and get an umbrella using very basic
Japanese. It has been six months now since that night,
my Nihongo is improving and the umbrella broke on an
unanticipated fall over ice. Before coming, whenever
| said | was coming to Yamagata, people told me to
beware of the cold weather. Even so, | enjoy the sight of
snow falling and during all this time | got to see part of
the beautiful natural panorama Yamagata offers as the
daily and quiet life of the locals goes by. | can see my
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father's head on the mountains covered with snow, my
grandma in the elderly people selecting vegetables at
the super, the sympathy among my friends in the kids
returning home from school and the warmth of family
in friends sharing honest laughter. Yamagata is not as
crowded or commercial as big cities, yet that's why | like
it so much, with less noise you come to realize that it is
not about the place but the people you meet there and
the experiences you can share.
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